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Back when he was a freshman in 2008, 
Billy Stephens didn’t know much about the 
Student Government Association.
But at the urging of Kaylee Egerer, current 
campus improvements chair, Stephens attend-
ed a few meetings. He was elected a senator a 
few weeks later.
Fast forward more than two years, and 
Stephens, now a junior, is president-elect for 
SGA.
“It’s amazing to see how he has grown,” 
Egerer said.
Through the clubs and organizations he has 
been involved in at his time at WKU, Stephens 
said he has learned time management, social 
skills, responsibility and how to be a leader.
He said this has all helped shape him to be-
come WKU’s next student body president.
Stephens said it was a “family tradition” to 
attend WKU.
“A lot of people are UK fans, but I was born 
and raised WKU,” he said. “Everyone in my 
family has gone here — my dad, my aunt, my 
uncle, my sister and eight of my cousins.”
As a freshman, Stephens rushed Sigma Chi 
fraternity. He now serves as vice president and 
vice president of recruitment for the Interfra-
ternity Council.
“I was always social my last two years in 
high school, and I wanted to do the same in 
college,” he said. “I wanted to make a differ-
ence and leave a legacy.”
Stephens said he has also been involved 
with Relay for Life, the main fundraiser for 
the American Cancer Society, since he was in 
middle school.
Louisville junior Natalie Price has worked 
with Stephens on the WKU Relay for Life 
committee and has known him since high 
school. She said Stephens turned out to be an 
ambitious individual.




“I was just pumped,” Hawesville junior Billy Stephens said after fi nding out that he 
had won the Student Government Association presidential election last Wednes-
day at midnight.  “I’m just ready to get started,” he said.
SEE LEADER, PAGE 7
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Director of Judicial Aff airs Michael Crowe sees as many as 30 students a day in his 
offi  ce. Off enses range from sexual intercourse in vehicles to the standard public 
intoxication. He said his philosophy is to not be intimidating, but to have a conver-
sation with students like they are at the kitchen table.
Authors of all genres are coming to Bowling 
Green today and Saturday for the 13th Annual 
Southern Kentucky Book Fest. 
The SOKY Book Fest provides an opportunity 
for people to talk with well-known and successful 
authors, get books signed and celebrate literature 
in general, said Tracy Harkins, a community out-
reach manager for WKU Libraries and organizer 
of the event.
Authors attending the Book Fest include 
Nicholas Sparks, author of books such as “The 
Notebook” and “A Walk to Remember,” as well 
as Jean Auel, who wrote “Clan of the Cave Bear.” 
Harkins said she is particularly excited about 
Children’s Day, which allows authors of chil-
dren’s books to meet with children from local 
schools and others who remember the books from 
their childhood.









Vote in the Herald's 
campus survey of your 
favorite BG businesses 
and organizations.
Look for this logo at the 
top of wkuherald.com 
or see page 9.
Judicial Aff airs learns about 
student misconduct that vio-
lates the Student Handbook.
If the student doesn’t reply 
promptly, they could get an 
academic hold — or a knock 
on their door.
Judicial Aff airs sends the stu-
dent an email about meeting 
with Michael Crowe, director 
of Judicial Aff airs.
If the case is severe enough, 
the University Disciplinary 
committee takes over.
Students have a one-on-one 
meeting with Crowe to discuss 
the situation.
The committee has a hearing 
of the case in a conference 
and decides on a sanction.
Crowe decides what type of 
sanction the student will re-




If you get in trouble, here is a 
play by play of what happens
Judicial Aff airs monitors on- 
and off -campus misconduct
WKU’s student to faculty ratio of 19-to-1 isn’t 
what it looks like.
“It’s a number that’s consistently used, but in 
terms of what it means in the way the university 
functions, it’s not quite so obvious,” said Doug 
McElroy, assistant vice president for Academic 
Affairs. “I think a lot of people try to equate it 
with something meaningful, and it doesn’t quite 
work that way.”
The ratio is calculated by dividing full-time 
students and 1/3 of part-time students by full-time 
faculty and 1/3 of part-time faculty, according to 
the WKU Fact Book.
McElroy said the ratio has remained relatively 
steady over the past few years.
“The way that we need to look at it is it’s ac-
tually pretty unusual that an institution could be 
growing as we are and suffering budget cuts but 
remaining at a constant level,” he said.  
Student-to-
faculty ratio 




SEE RATIO, PAGE 6
Get arrested for alcohol intoxication or 
get caught plagiarizing, and you’ll probably 
fi nd yourself seated across from Michael 
Crowe, the director of Judicial Affairs.
“I’m the judicial umbrella for WKU,” 
Crowe said.
Judicial Affairs, located in Potter Hall, 
has only been around for about three years, 
Crowe said. It was formerly the Dean of 
Students’ offi ce.
The offi ce routinely checks crimes re-
ported in the WKU police media log or any 
warrants, arrests, citations or indictments re-
ported in the Bowling Green Daily News for 
student misconduct.
They also deal with on-campus of-
fenses, most commonly academic dishon-
esty. Crowe said there’s an especially large 




SEE JUDICIAL, PAGE 2
Western Kentucky University
LAW&ORDER:
I don’t see many frequent 
fl iers. Most are one-and-
dones who come through 
my offi  ce.
—MICHAEL CROWE
Director of Judicial Aff airs
Crowe said he thinks Judicial Affairs 
has become well-known in the campus 
community.
The process begins when Judicial 
Affairs receives information about 
a student violating the Student 
Handbook. 
First, the office contacts misbehaving 
students about meeting with Crowe, he 
said. Students have 48 hours to respond 
before getting an academic hold — or a 
knock on the door.
“We don’t want someone to slip 
through the cracks,” he said. “...It’s just 
me and them. It’s a chance for them to 
tell their side of the story.”
Crowe said he reviews the Student 
Code of Conduct regarding the 
violation and sets consequences and 
“behavioral expectations” for one year. 
“They’ve already gone through 
this,” he said. “We don’t want it to be 
double jeopardy.”
If the violation is serious enough, 
the student will appear before the 
University Disciplinary Committee, a 
court of 13 faculty, staff and students, 
Crowe said.
In the most severe cases, a student 
may be expelled and have a violation 
marked on his or her permanent record, 
he said.
Because of the Family Educational 
Rights and Privacy Act, students aren’t 
required to share information about 
proceedings with parents or guardians 
in most cases, he said.
Special Operations Capt. Kerry 
Hatchett, who works with campus 
police, said students probably feel 
more comfortable telling their side of 
the story to Judicial Affairs than to 
campus police.
“They help get to the bottom of what 
really happened,” Hatchett said.
Campus police gives any information 
about citations, criminal activity or 
traffic stops involving students to 
Judicial Affairs, he said. 
Hatchett sometimes goes to Crowe’s 
office directly about projects or student 
issues.
“I have a real good working 
relationship with him,” he said. 
Howard Bailey, vice president for 
Student Affairs, helped create Judicial 
Affairs and still assists Crowe with 
cases occasionally, sometimes covering 
for him when he’s out of town. 
Bailey thinks Judicial Affairs is 
doing well after three years.
“It (the office) helps develop 
students’ integrity, character and 
citizenship,” he said.
History professor John Hardin, 
who’s the chair of the University 
Disciplinary Committee, said the 
committee only gets the cases that are 
referred to them by Judicial Affairs. 
“It’s set up like a conference, where 
we all sit down and look at the evidence, 
which is technically called a finding,” 
he said. “After that we determine a 
sanction.”
The most severe sanctions are 
expulsion or suspension from school, 
but that rarely happens, Hardin said. 
Examples of suspendible or expellable 
misconduct are using a weapon on 
campus or multiple drug or alcohol 
offenses.
Judicial Affairs is designed to give 
every student a fair hearing and make 
campus a safe education environment, 
he said.
Students can appeal the committee’s 
decisions, but it takes a lot of work, he 
said. The amount of cases the disciplinary 
committee gets varies each year.
“Sometimes we get one, and 
sometimes we get a lot more,” he said. 
“In the end, we’re trying to protect 
20,000 students.”
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Fill in the grid so that every column and every 3x3 box 
contains the digits 1-9 with no repeats. Solutions, tips 
and computer program at www.sudoku.com.
"After class" is a weekly photo essay that shows a side 
of professors that students might not normally see. 
JERRY ENGLEHART JR./HERALD
afterclass
A big part of kinesiology professor Steve Spencer’s 
life is being in the great outdoors. His property houses 
many of the canoes the Kinesiology, Recreation and 
Sport department uses on a weekly basis. What most 
students and faculty might not know about Spencer’s 
outdoor lifestyle is his fascination with the koi fish.
Spencer has varying colors of koi fish in his ponds, 
including one that looks like a miniature shark. He said 
he particularly likes the yellow variety because of their 
bright color.
Spencer dug and constructed all of the ponds sur-
rounding his house. Spencer and his wife missed the 
artisan spring they had at their old property in Mis-
souri and decided that the current ponds would be a 
good substitute.
“This started as a hobby, and now I have friends 
that see my ponds and want one of their own. Some 
ask me how much they should pay me, but I tell them 
to help me build their pond and that is enough,” Spen-
cer said. 
CORRECTION
Due to a Herald error, the name of a 
WKU runner at the Hilltopper Relays was 
incorrectly identifi ed in a photo on the 
sports front of the April 12 issue.
The lead runner in the photo was junior 
Cameron Aly, not sophomore Brett Aus-
tin. The Herald regrets the error.
The College Heights Herald corrects all 
confi rmed errors that are brought to 
reporters’ or editors’ attention. Please call 
745-6011 or 745-5044 to report a correc-
tion, or e-mail us at editor@chherald.com.
CRIME REPORTS
Arrests
■ Gabriel Thevenin, Bowling Green, was 
arrested on April 14 for alcohol intoxica-
tion in a public place. He was released 
the same day on time served.
■ Kendall Jones, McCormack Hall, was 
arrested on April 13 for possession of 
marijuana and drug paraphernalia. He 
was released yesterday on a court order. 
History of Judicial Aff airs
Three years ago, the Judicial Af-
fairs offi  ce was struggling just to 
fi nd money and enough staff  to run 
daily activities.
Now, Judicial Aff airs has a full 
staff  and access to operating mon-
ey, said Howard Bailey, vice presi-
dent for Student Aff airs.
Bailey helped create Judicial Af-
fairs with Gene Tice, now associate 
dean of WKU’s Owensboro campus, 
in April 2008.
Bailey and Tice made a proposal 
to the budget committee of the 
Board of Regents for money to cre-
ate Judicial Aff airs but were denied 
for two years.
Instead, Bailey and Tice found 
some other money and established 
Judicial Aff airs — an offi  ce that 
most campuses already had, Bailey 
said. He declined to say where the 
other money came from.
“There was no question that 
there was a need for it,” he said.
During the beginnings of the of-
fi ce, there weren’t steadfast posi-
tions, Bailey said.
Staff  members of other depart-
ments would fi ll in for all Judicial 
Aff airs positions, he said.
“It was a sideline responsibility,” 
he said. 
Bailey gave stipends to those 
who helped out and did the rest 
himself. 
The search for a head for Judicial 
Aff airs was a national search, Bailey 
said.
Bailey said the current director, 
Michael Crowe, was the most quali-
fi ed and was already familiar with 
WKU as a former student.
JUDICIAL
CONTINUED FROM FRONT
visit us online at
wkuherald.com
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MORE   USED   BOOKS   WITH   THE                                   PRICES   IN    TOWN!Lowest Guaranteed!
We’re Moving! 
A former employee has alleged that 
WKU fi red him for fi ling for worker’s com-
pensation.
Joseph Martin, who worked at WKU’s 
Central Steam Plant until he was fi red in 
February 2010, fi led a civil suit against 
WKU and Sodexo, the company that oper-
ates the plant on campus, on Feb. 10 in War-
ren County Circuit Court.
Martin is seeking punitive damages for 
loss of income, loss of employee benefi ts, 
mental anguish and unnecessary expenses.
When asked for comment, Martin’s law-
yer, Bowling Green attorney Wesley Lile, 
referred the Herald to the lawsuit itself.
“The actions of WKU and/or the vari-
ous other Defendants are so egregious, 
intentional and reckless as to give rise to a 
claim for intentional infl iction of emotional 
distress,” said Lile in class action suit No. 
11-CI-253.
Deborah Wilkins, chief of staff and gen-
eral counsel, said WKU denies Martin’s al-
legations in the lawsuit.
“It’s not accurate,” she said.
Martin was hired in 2006 as a boiler op-
erator at the steam plant. He suffered a knee 
injury on the job in 2007 and returned to 
work after treatment.
Martin was awarded an “enhancement 
factor of one” in his worker’s compensation 
claim, which means an injured worker is ca-
pable of doing his or her job without restric-
tions or limitations, by Judge Carolina Pitt 
Clark, according to the suit.
Wilkins said when Martin returned to 
work and continued feeling pain, he visited 
Dr. Craig Beard sometime between Novem-
ber 2009 and January 2010. Beard deemed 
that Martin’s injury had given him “perma-
nent restrictions” on the job, Wilkins said.
“When the doctor brought us that infor-
mation, we terminated (Martin),” Wilkins 
said.
Greg Stivers, a Bowling Green attorney 
representing WKU, said Martin reopened 
his worker's compensation claim after he 
was fi red.
Stivers said Martin is seeking a factor of 
three award, while the university believes he 
should have a factor of two award.
The higher the factor, the more money 
Martin would get from worker's compensa-
tion.
Because the suit involves the Americans 
with Disabilities Act, it has been moved 
from circuit to federal court. No further ac-
tion has been taken since it was fi led in Feb-
ruary.
Wilkins said the next step is for deposi-
tions to be taken, although dates haven’t 
been set.
Martin, according to the suit, also be-
lieves those at WKU conspired to fi re him 
and used his injuries as a pretext. He claims 
WKU is in violation of the Kentucky Civil 
Rights Act and ADA.
Former employee 
sues WKU, claiming
mistreatment in fi ring
By JONATHAN LINTNER
news@chherald.com Other open lawsuits
Three other civil suits against WKU 
are still open, according to a docu-
ment provided by Deborah Wilkins, 
chief of staff  and general counsel.
■ Elizabeth Esters, who voluntarily 
retired from WKU, claimed an em-
ployment contract between her and 
the university was breached. No jury 
trial will be conducted in this case, as 
both parties have agreed to submit 
briefs and undergo review by a judge. 
Briefs were submitted on Jan. 31.
■ Gina Brown, a black woman 
fired by WKU on Jan. 16, 2009, filed 
a complaint that alleged a “hostile” 
work environment based on her 
race, gender and age. WKU has 
denied the allegations, and the suit 
is still in its discovery stages.
■ Raymond Elms, fi red by WKU on 
Oct. 5, 2010, alleges discrimination 
based on his age. WKU said he was 
fi red for his excessive use of a univer-
sity cell phone. This suit is pending 
before the court. WKU has been asked 
to produce the names of employees 
since 2006 who have been disciplined 
for excessive use of a university phone, 
according to an email from Wilkins.
Students in some majors are strug-
gling with their annual free print allo-
cations.
Last semester, Atlanta junior Cedric 
Jackson took 18 hours. Then he took 
three hours of winter courses. Now, he 
has 13 hours and zero dollars left of his 
print allocation.
“I can’t even print out my study 
guides, notes, etc. for class,” he said. 
“My school work is suffering because 
I can’t print.”
Jackson, a health care administra-
tion major, said that when his print 
allocation ran out, he started looking 
for a way to get more money. He has 
contacted his advisor, his department 
head, and John Bowers, director of 
Academic Technology, hoping to boost 
his allotment. But he has been unsuc-
cessful.
Students are only given one free al-
location per year, Bowers said.
Full-time undergraduate students 
receive $75 in free print allocation per 
year — an amount equivalent to 1,500 
pages at five cents per page, accord-
ing to WKU’s Information Technology 
website.
This limitation was set in an effort 
to reduce wasteful and excessive print-
ing.
Bowers said these allocations were 
set two years ago in collaboration with 
the Student Government Association.
“They encouraged us to set different 
amounts for undergraduates and part-
time students,” he said. “The amounts 
were designed to meet known needs. 
We gathered a lot of known statistics 
and designed our plan to meet the great 
majority — more than 90 percent.”
Christine Clarke, a senior from 
Evansville, Ind., said that when she 
first came to WKU, students were giv-
en an unlimited amount of printing.
Now, as the end of the semester ap-
proaches, she has only $10 left on her 
account.
“I’m having to be really selective 
about what I choose to print,” she said. 
"Sometimes I just don’t print stuff 
for class and look off a neighbor, and 
it doesn’t make me look very profes-
sional.”
Clarke said her major, elementary 
education, requires her to print many 
articles, worksheets, homework as-
signments and lesson plans.
“It might be OK for some majors, 
but other people just need more money 
than that,” she said.
Especially now that she is in her 
major classes, Clarke needs to print 
more than ever. A recent project alone 
took almost 150 pages, she said.
“It’s not fair to students,” she said. 
“If you are someone who studies by 
looking at the PowerPoints and you 
don’t have enough money to print 
them, that’s the university’s fault. 
They’re limiting you.”
Jackson said he will continue to try 
and get more free print allocations de-
spite facing refusal.
“I’ve been working with this whole 
situation since the third or fourth week 
of the semester, and it’s been ridicu-
lous,” he said. “I just don’t think it’s 
fair.”
Students can continue printing after 
their allocations are used up, but it’s 
no longer free. They can pay with Big 
Red Dollars or purchase personal print 
value at places such as the kiosk in the 
Mass Media and Technology computer 
lab. Printing is 5 cents per page.
Some students 
push to print more
By KATHERINE WADE
news@chherald.com
I can’t even print out 
my study guides, 
notes, etc. for class. 
My school work is suf-
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or a commentary (500 
words and a photo). E-





PETA's recent attack 
on circus hypocritical
In the April 1 letter to the editor, Jennifer 
O'Conner represented People for the Ethi-
cal Treatment of Animals to condemn the so-
called animal abuse by Ringling Bros. Circus. 
However, what she failed to mention was that 
PETA itself is just as guilty of such abuses. 
According to an open records request, 
PETA euthanized 79 percent of the pets trusted 
in their care in 2010. Comparatively, the Nor-
folk, Va., Society for the Prevention of Cru-
elty to Animals has a 74 percent adoption rate. 
The Associated Press reported in 2005 that two 
PETA workers were accused of killing 31 cats 
and dogs and throwing their remains in a trash 
dumpster. More can be found on petakillsani-
mals.com.
These animals were given over with the 
hope of PETA fi nding a new home for them. 
While PETA representatives were only found 
guilty of littering, a spotlight was shown on 
how the organization operates. The San Fran-
cisco Chronicle went further, mentioning a 
case in 1991, in which rabbits and roosters that 
were rescued by PETA were put down because 
they "simply didn't have the money." 
Somehow, though, PETA is able to hire Hol-
lywood stars like Pamela Anderson to speak 
and pose in ads on their behalf. 
While animal abuse is a major problem, 
PETA is hypocritical in their aims. Instead of 
supporting this misinformation campaign, I en-
courage you to support the local Humane Soci-
ety or donate to the ASPCA.
Aaron Shuford
Bowling Green senior
LETTER TO THE EDITOR
BOTTOMS to people 
vandalizing the 
football field. Want 
to express yourself? 
Paint your face and go 
to a WKU game.
TOPS to the spring 
football game tomor-
row; it’ll be good to get 
a win.
TOPS to the women’s 
golf team winning their 
first tournament in five 
years.
BOTTOMS to pollen 
creeping its way back 
despite recent rainy 
days. We suppose 
yellow cars could be 
a fashion statement 
this season.
TOPS to the support of 
local and national au-
thors at the Southern 
Kentucky Bookfest.
I’m only 23, but I’ve lived enough to 
know that Murphy’s Law is real: if some-
thing can go wrong, it will. And even worse, 
when people make things go wrong on pur-
pose, karma will come back to teach them a 
lesson.
But I’m the type who tries to always fi nd 
the bright side. 
Tuesday night, as I walked back to my 
car, a male student was standing at his truck, 
which was parked next to mine. He looked a 
little suspicious. Well, not really, but when 
it’s dark and I’m alone in a parking lot, ev-
erybody is a suspect.
Anyway, he walked over to my car as I was 
getting in, and I had one of those “uh-oh” mo-
ments where I wished I had a weapon stashed 
in my glove box. But he was simply approach-
ing me to let me know that he scraped the side 
of my car as he was backing out.
I was upset, of course, as my poor little 
Bodie has already suffered enough. But I ap-
preciated that the guy was kind and honest. 
He could have easily left the mark, driven 
away and not 
waited around 
for me to come 




to call the po-
lice and do 
the right thing. 
And that’s a 
bright side to 
me. 
Maybe he believes that karma works 
strongly, as I do. It fl oats around campus ev-
ery day. Like the athlete who uses steroids, 
then tears a ligament and can never play 
again. Or the student who steals valuables 
from other people’s dorm rooms, and later, 
their car gets broken into. 
Whatever the action and its following re-
sult, people never realize how quickly their 
actions can catch up with them. To prevent 
that, people should simply practice kindness 
toward each other. 
Kind thoughts lead to kind words. Kind 
words lead to kind actions. And kind ac-
tions lead to pleasant interactions and lasting 
friendships.
 You never know how much your simple 
gestures will mean to people who are hav-
ing a rough day or dealing with problems at 
home. So speak with a smile to passersby, 
or hold the door if you see someone with a 
handful. 
Nas suggests being mindful of your ac-
tions in “Small World,” a song about people 
burning bridges or doing crazy things when 
they think no one is watching. He warns that 
“it’s a small world … You reap what you sow 
… You get away with it now; soon enough 
it catches up to you … It’s a small world; 
watch what you do.”
You don’t have to become best friends 
with a stranger, but small talk and showing a 
little courtesy beats rudeness any day. 
And after all, good karma will come back 
to you, too.
COLUMN
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"Congress shall make no law 
... abridging the freedom of 
speech, or of the press ..."
FIRST AMENDMENT, U.S. CONSTITUTION
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members. The Herald 
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The Herald encourages readers to 
write letters and commentaries on 
topics of public interest. Here are a 
few guidelines:
1. Letters shouldn't exceed 250 
words. Commentaries should be 
about 500 words and include a 
picture.
2. Originality counts. Please don't 
submit plagiarized work.
3. For verifi cation, letters and com-
mentaries MUST include your name, 
phone number, home town and 
classifi cation or title.
4. Letters may not run in every edi-
tion due to space.
5. The Herald reserves the right to 
edit all letters for style, grammar, 
length and clarity. The Herald does 
NOT print libelous submissions.
6. Submissions must be received by 
7 p.m. on Sunday and Wednesday.
La Grange junior Tia Allen 
sees  hundreds of new faces at 
a variety of tables daily, not 
knowing what kind of surprise 
each table will bring. 
Allen has been a waitress 
at Cheddar’s for about two 
months and works about 32 
hours on a good week, she said. 
“I go into work around 3:30, 
and I never know when my day 
ends until I’m cut,” she said. 
“Sometimes it’s not over until 
11 at night.” 
Allen said 
the best thing 
about her job 
is also the 
worst some-
times — the 
tips on the 
weekends are 
good, but the 
tips through-
out the week 
aren’t as 
good. 
The largest tip someone ever 
left her was $40, while her re-
cord low tip is 12 cents. 
“It makes me mad because 
it’s like you work hard to earn 
your tips and then, left with 
nothing,” Allen said. 
She said she uses this job to 
pay for her gas, rent, groceries 
and other necessities. 
She wanted to become a 
waitress because she thought 
it was money she would get to 
take home daily. 
Nashville junior Sem-
har Ghebreselasie met Allen 
though their business frater-
nity, Alpha Kappa Psi, she said. 
“I think she’s a good wait-
ress, because she’s personable 
and has a good attitude toward 
people,” Ghebreselasie said. 
Allen deals with many cus-
tomers on a daily basis, but she 
deals with rude customers dif-
ferently. 
Within three seconds, Allen 
knows if she’s going to like a 
customer, she said. 
“I tell my manager that I 
don’t think me and this table 
are about to get along,” Allen 
said. “I think it’s wrong to be 
mean to servers, because we 
put your straws in your drinks 
and bring out your food.”
Her friend, Nashville junior 
Tiona Hill, said Allen is fun to 
be around.
“I think she makes a good 
server because her personal-
ity is bubbly and she can hold 
a conversation with people re-
ally well,” Hill said. “She has 
an overall good spirit whenever 
you talk to her.”
Allen already has some in-
teresting stories from her two 
months waiting tables. 
Once, a woman tripped over 
a server’s foot and fell, she 
said. 
Another time, she said, it 
turned into “Daddy Daycare.”
“These kids were running 
around in the kitchen, and the 
parents were just sitting there 
eating,” Allen said.
Though Allen enjoys her job, 
she doesn’t like dealing with 
rude customers, and she has 
a tip for them: “Don’t bite the 
hand that feeds you literally.”




Student becomes waitress for tips
WKU









La Grange junior Tia Allen enjoys being a waitress at Cheddar’s Casual Cafe. Allen has worked there for two months. 
A good server … 
■ is presentable
■ wears a clean, ironed 
uniform
■ has good hygiene
■ is a good listener
■ knows the food and how to 
treat customers
 Source: Tia Allen, La Grange junior and 
Cheddar’s waitress
■ NEWS BRIEF
The WKU Alumni Association is fi -
nalizing plans for its new alumni cen-
ter. 
Groundbreaking for the 30,000 square 
foot Augenstein Alumni Center, an-
nounced last October, is scheduled for 
July 15. The new building will include 
ballroom space, a WKU museum, dining 
rooms and offi ces.
Donald Smith, assistant vice president 
for the WKU Alumni Association, said 
the current Alumni Center is a building 
the university has outgrown.
“It was originally the President’s 
house, and it was never built as a place 
for offi ces and event holding,” he said.
WKU has extended the bid period, 
which originally expired today, until the 
end of this month, Smith said.
The university still needs to raise about 
$25 million more to reach its $200 mil-
lion goal for the university’s current capi-
tal campaign, “A New Century of Spirit.” 
The campaign is set to end in June 2012.
Part of the campaign includes fund-
raising for the alumni center, said Kathryn 
Costello, vice president for Development 
and Alumni Relations.
WKU alumnus Dale Augenstein, an 
Owensboro native, pledged $1 million 
in October toward construction of a new 
alumni center in Block 12 of the Bowling 
Green Tax Increment Financing District, 
down the Hill from Van Meter Hall.
Augenstein said he was passionate 
about his alma mater, and he thought this 
donation was his chance to give back.
“We want to build a building that will 
100 years from now still fi t in with the 
campus,” he said. “The location is spec-
tacular, and it is going to provide a cor-
nerstone to the gateway from campus to 
downtown.”
Smith said Augestein has been very in-
volved since the beginning of the project.
“He has really believed in it,” he said.
Between $3.2 million and $3.4 million 
has been raised for the center, Costello 
said.
Costello, Augenstein and other univer-
sity offi cials — including Smith — will 
visit with alumni in different cities across 
Kentucky in the next several weeks to talk 
fundraising.
“One of the things we’ll be talking 
about in those meetings with alumni is 
about the alumni center and how exciting 
it’s going to be to have a home for alumni 
to come to on campus, and what it will do 
for future generations,” she said.
Smith said he hopes the building will 
serve all the needs that WKU alumni have 
been asking for years.
Costello said the new center will even-
tually seem like a part of campus.
“It’s really just beginning to bring the 
whole community closer to the university 
by having this as kind of a bridge,” she 
said.
The construction on the building is 
estimated to take 15 months, Smith said, 
so the goal is to have it completed by fall 
2012.
“It would be ideal to have it ready by 
Homecoming,” Smith said. “We’d love to 
have a big ribbon-cutting with our alumni 
and student visitors.”
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WKU to break ground on alumni center in July
By KATHERINE WADE
news@chherald.com
Authors arriving for 
Children’s Day, which 
is today, include WKU 
alumna Jennifer Bradbury 
and Judith Viorst, author 
of “Alexander and the Ter-
rible, Horrible, No Good, 
Very Bad Day.” A writers’ 
conference is also taking 
place today and tomorrow, 
said Kristie Lowry, a com-
munity outreach assistant 
and organizer of the con-
ference.
At the writers’ confer-
ence, authors will speak 
about creative issues such 
as character development 
and story lines, as well as 
practical issues such as 
how to get stories pub-
lished, Lowry said. 
Attending the confer-
ence last year helped Don-
na Wilkerson of Russell-
ville and Dawn Scruggs 
of Lafayette, Tenn., who 
have now signed a contract 
to get the novel they wrote 
together published. 
Wilkerson said she 
doesn’t think the book 
would be getting published 
now if she hadn’t gone to 
the conference.
“We had been working 
on our book for close to a 
year,” Wilkerson said. “It 
was energizing and confi -
dence building. It set a fi re 
under us to fi nish.”
All events are in the 
Carroll Knicely Confer-
ence Center and are free 
and open to the public. 
The writers’ conference 
is divided into sessions 
running from 9 a.m. to 3:30 
p.m. and Children’s Day is 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Saturday’s events will 
last from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Nicholas Sparks’ pre-
sentation will be at 11 a.m. 
on Saturday. In order to 
attend that event, partici-
pants must get one of the 
free tickets, which will be 
handed out beginning at 9 
a.m. until all the seats are 
fi lled.
More information and a 






pared to our benchmark 
institutions, which are 
those similar to WKU 
or ones the university 
tries to emulate, WKU is 
somewhere in the middle.
The highest ratio, at 
California State Univer-
sity in Chico, Calif., is 
23-to-1, and the lowest, 
at Eastern Illinois Uni-
versity, is 15-to-1.
“We’re right in the 
middle of the pack,” 
McElroy said.
Although staff and 
student enrollment con-
tinues to rise, tenure and 
tenure-track faculty num-
bers are not matching this 
increase.
According to the 
WKU Fact Book, in 
2006, the university had 
18,664 students and 550 
tenure and tenure-track 
faculty members.
While the student to 
faculty ratio was 18-to-
1, the student to tenure-
track faculty was 33.9-
to-1.
In 2009, total enroll-
ment had increased to 
20,712 and tenure and 
tenure track faculty 
members had increased 
to 559.
Student to faculty ra-
tio had increased to 19-
to-1, but student to ten-
ure and tenure track ratio 
increased to 37.1-to-1.
Gordon Emslie, pro-
vost and vice president 
for Academic Affairs, 
has said on many occa-
sions — most recently 
WKU’s academic forum 
in March — that WKU’s 
19-to-1 ratio means the 
university is keeping 
pace with its enrollment 
growth.
“It’s really a little de-
ceptive,” said Patricia 
Minter, associate profes-
sor of history and faculty 
regent. “We’re losing 
ground.”
An increased number 
of students paired with a 
relatively steady number 
of tenure faculty could 
mean larger class sizes.
“You just can’t put 
150 people in the chairs 
and expect you have the 
same quality of teach-
ing,” Minter said. “You 
have more work for more 
students being done by 
fewer people.”
Tenured faculty can-
not be fi red without just 
cause, and tenure-track 
are faculty members who 
are eligible to become 
tenured.
Minter said tenure 
and tenure-track faculty 
are important because of 
their extensive work and 
knowledge.
“Do you want to be 
taught by people who are 
well-known experts in 
their fi eld, who have ac-
tive research agendas in 
their fi eld?” Minter said. 
“Or do you want some-
one who can just stand up 




Textbook and Supply 
to move into new store
University Textbook and Supply has 
almost completed its move into a new 
location about 50 yards behind the old 
one.
UTS owner Robert Hall said con-
struction is wrapping up on the new 
store, and he hopes to move into it as 
early as April 22.
The road leading to the new location 
— the large building that's been built 
across the railroad tracks from McCor-
mack Hall — has been renamed Book-
store Way.
"It's all coming together," Hall said.
In the meantime, the UTS staff is 
working out of its 1240 Center Street 
location.
—Jonathan Lintner
visit us at wkuherald.com
According to WKU media relations, an 
offi cial attendance record has never been 
recorded at previous spring games because 
it’s a free event.
But Thomas estimated the attendance at 
last year’s game was about 4,000.
This year Taggart, the marketing depart-
ment and all of the Topper players have 
been out in full force to persuade students to 
stay on campus this weekend and attend the 
football game.
Taggart made stops at Fresh Food and 
Red Zone this week — bullhorn in hand 
— to promote the game, while Thomas has 
done several radio spots this week.
WKU has utilized newspapers, televi-
sion newscasts, radio spots, social network-
ing, emails and fl yers to advertise the event 
on campus and beyond. 
“We are investing a little bit more time, 
more money, more energy, because we are 
I-A football, and we have to have that mar-
keting behind it to push that to our campus 
and to our community,” Thomas said. “We 
want everyone talking about WKU foot-
ball’s spring game.”
Taggart said the efforts are all about be-
ing different, and bringing in 15,000 fans 
would be unprecedented in the conference.
“Why not? No one has ever tried be-
fore,” he said. “Don’t tell me you can’t do 
it if you’ve never tried before. That’s how 
it used to be. I’ve seen that movie before. 
I’m not watching it again. Get a new movie 
now.”
But what Taggart said is most important 
about reaching the goal is that his players 
will understand what he has been saying to 
them on the fi eld.
“A lot of people depend on them to do 
well,” he said. “That will reiterate what I’ve 
been preaching to them. It is not just us. We 
have a lot of other people in this community 
counting on us to do well. This thing is big-
ger than what we thought it was.”
When fans enter the stadium Saturday, 
they will have the chance to register to win 
a free trip for two to WKU’s game at LSU 
next season on Nov. 12. 
The trip includes airfare, hotel accom-
modations, dinner with the team and side-
line passes. A drawing will be done at half-
time by Taggart to determine the winner.
Four WKU students will also have the 
chance to compete in a 1-on-1 passing con-
test, which will have a $1,000 cash prize. 
Lastly, one fan will be brought down onto the 
fi eld to play “A Minute to Win It” contest.
In addition to the prizes at stake, junior 
quarterback Kawaun Jakes said he has been 
trying to persuade friends and fans by sim-
ply letting them know that “it’s free.”
“It’s Saturday in the middle of the day,” 
Jakes said. “Come out and enjoy the show.”
The facilities in Bowling Green might be 
what Guerra was looking for, but his training 
isn’t easy.  He said he typically trains for two 
hours a day, six days a week, and his regi-
men includes running, doing technical work, 
throwing a ball and other techniques.
“We don’t do a lot of hard throwing dur-
ing practice,” Murphy said. “The javelin is 
really rough on the body, and competition 
tears you down quite a bit.”
Guerra was recruited from Chile by WKU 
Head Coach Erik Jenkins, who said he start-
ed recruiting Guerra last November.
“We want to have elite athletes at Western 
Kentucky, and he was elite,” Jenkins said. 
“You always want to have a kid of that cali-
ber on your team.”
Murphy said WKU wasn’t the only team 
that was hoping to land Guerra this season.
“There were a lot of other schools that 
were recruiting him,” he said. “We were just 
lucky enough to land him.”
While Jenkins said he has been very im-
pressed by Guerra’s work on the fi eld, he 
said some of his best moments have come as 
a spectator, calling the junior an “outstanding 
teammate.”
“When he fi nished his event at Florida, 
where he exceeded his personal best, he im-
mediately started cheering for the sprinters,” 
Jenkins said. “That’s a teammate.”
Guerra has one more year of eligibility 
remaining after this season, and he said he 
plans on returning to WKU to compete again 
next year.
“I want to stay here,” Guerra said. “I’m 
comfortable, and I have everything I need 
here.”
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■ SPORTS BRIEF
Lady Tops golf notches 
fi rst win in fi ve years
The WKU women’s golf team provided 
itself with some big momentum last week-
end, winning the Troy Women's Invitational 
in Alabama with a three-day total of 930.
The team victory was the Lady Toppers’ 
fi rst since the fall of 2006.
Three WKU players fi nished in the top 
four individually at Troy, with senior Jo-
Anna Smith, sophomore Kristen Wilkinson 
and senior Jordan Magruder fi nishing sec-
ond, third and fourth, respectively.
WKU recorded the best team score on 
each day of the event.
The Lady Toppers head next to the 
2011 Sun Belt Conference Championships, 
which begin Monday in Muscle Shoals, Ala.
For more on both of WKU’s golf pro-
grams, as well as their fi rst seasons with 







“When people get involved in college, 
a lot of them drift off as they get older, but 
Stephens has done the opposite,” she said. 
“I’ve seen him mature a lot.”
He is currently the logistics chairman 
for this year’s Relay for Life.
“It helped me realize that there is al-
ways someone in worse shoes than you, so 
it had a real big infl uence on me,” he said.
Price said that in his position, Stephens 
will be in charge of all of the technologi-
cal aspects of the event.
“Even with everything he has going 
on, I have no doubt he will put a lot of 
focus on it,” she said.
Egerer has known Stephens since they 
were both freshmen, and she said Ste-
phens is “super admirable.”
“Anything he gets involved in, he takes 
a leadership role in,” she said. “He gets 
stuff done. He knows time management 
and balance.”
Stephens will be SGA president next 
year after serving a year as the director of 
academic and student affairs.
“He came in to SGA as a senator and 
realized it was something he wanted to 
put more time in to,” Egerer said. “He 
took the initiative to take on an execu-
tive role, and he has done great at it. He is 
more than qualifi ed to be the student body 
president.”
Hawesville junior and SGA President-
elect Billy Stephens likes different kinds of 
music, but he prefers country.
Stephens, who won the SGA presidential 
election last week, said he likes to listen to mu-
sic when he’s studying, going out and driving.
“When I’m driving, I’m singing along 
with the music,” he said. “And when I’m 
studying, I always have my iPod turned on.”
The fi ve most-played songs on his iPod:
Montgomery Gentry’s “Roll 
With Me” (2008)
“Freshman year of college was the fi rst 
time I heard this song, and I’ve been obsessed 
with it ever since,” Stephens said.
He said it reminds him of small-town 
Kentucky and the people he has known in his 
hometown who have struggled and become 
better for it.
“Eddie Montgomery is from Kentucky, so 
it’s easy for me to relate to his music,” Ste-
phens said.
He said he listens to this song when he 
wakes up in the morning, when he is shower-
ing and when he is getting ready to go out.
“I listen to it when I wake up,” Stephens 
said. “It makes me want to try harder to be the 
man I want to be.”
Garth Brooks’ “Callin’ Baton 
Rouge” (2000)
While Stephens doesn’t have any memo-
ries associated with this song, he said he 
loves it for a specifi c instrument featured in it.
“I just love the fi ddle in there,” he said. 
“Any song with a fi ddle is great.”
Eminem’s “Stan” (2000)
“He’s a lyrical genius,” Stephens said.
He said he likes the story within the song, 
and the ending is a surprise.
“Every time I hear it, I’m just like, 
‘Damn,’” he said.
The Rolling Stones’ “You 
Can’t Always Get What You 
Want” (1969)
Stephens said he loves this song because it 
makes him more grateful in life.
“It’s about how you go through life and 
realize not everything is necessary,” he said. 
“You’re more blessed than you previously 
thought.”
Bob Seger’s “Mainstreet” 
(1976)
Stephens fi rst heard this song in middle 
school, and it makes him think of his dad, 
who attended WKU in the ‘70s and was a 
pool shark, he said.
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Ransdell said his favorite 
memory of calling Topper baseball 
was being on the radio for WKU’s 
come-from-behind, 10-9 victory 
over Ole Miss in the 2009 NCAA 
Regionals.
Lee said many Mississippi lo-
cals who listened to Ransdell call 
the action that day were surprised 
to learn he was the university’s 
president.
“I don’t know of any other pres-
idents that broadcast baseball on 
the radio,” Lee said. “All the Ole 
Miss people couldn’t believe that 
Gary was doing it, and then when 
they heard him, how good he was.”
Taggart, who called the Sunday 
game of the BGSU series earlier 
this season, said it was tough to 
“follow up a pro like Dr. Ransdell.”
Taggart said that since he didn’t 
play baseball growing up because 
he was “afraid to get hit by that lit-
tle ball,” he wasn’t as knowledge-
able about the sport as some of the 
other guests.
“I called (former WKU football 
coach Jack) Harbaugh the night 
before I went on the air,” Taggart 
said. “He taught me about some 
baseball expressions like ‘ducks on 
the pond,’ meaning that the bases 
are loaded.
“But while I was on the radio I 
learned a lot more about baseball 
than what I already knew. Next 
time I want to come back and be 
one of the best.”
While baseball wasn’t a topic of 
expertise for Taggart, it is for Sand-
erford.
Sanderford played both col-
lege and professional baseball and 
called the sport his “fi rst love.”
He said that serving as a color 
commentator for radio is fun for 
him because it requires staying fo-
cused on the game.
“Usually if I’m at a baseball 
game, I wind up talking and miss-
ing three innings,” Sanderford said 
after calling WKU’s 2-1 win over 
Louisiana-Lafayette on April 9. 
“But the radio is the one time I get 
to watch a game like a coach.”
Lee said the one common factor 
between all his guest analysts is the 
respect they all have for Finwood’s 
baseball program.
“Everyone likes Chris,” Lee 
said. “He’s such a team player, and 
I think people enjoy being a part of 
his program. 
“They get a chance to talk to 
him on the postgame show, and I 
think you can just tell how much 
he appreciates them coming to the 
game and being a part of the radio 
broadcast, and I think they just ap-
preciate how comfortable Chris 
makes them feel.”
Sanderford said he and the other 
guests share not only respect for 
Finwood, but a love of the game 
and a love of WKU.
“Most of the people he has in 
there have a baseball background,” 
Sanderford said. “We’re Western 
people fi rst, and we’re all about the 
program and the kids.”
GUEST
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS
“I’m here to play ball no matter what age I 
am,” she said. “We’re all equal.”
After suffering a sweep last weekend at 
Troy, Perry said she hoped the rest of the team 
would meet that challenge of equality and 
step up its game to the level of its two power-
hitters.
“If they can do it, anybody can do it,” 
she said.
Thomas has certainly done her equal 
share, grabbing the lead on the Lady Top-
per squad in hits (39), doubles (8) and 
home runs (6) as of Wednesday, all while 
maintaining a .328 batting average.
Mattox said she prepared for the season 
like every other player, lacking just one 
thing that she has now acquired after 42 
games.
“Just because we’re freshmen doesn’t 
mean we’re any less skilled or ready,” 
Mattox said. “We just didn’t have the col-
lege experience.”
Mattox is experiencing some team 
leads of her own in RBIs (25) and runs 
scored (23) as of Wednesday. She’s also 
tied with Thomas in home runs with six 
and hitting a .316 batting average.
She said she felt confi dent before the 
season started that the duo would thrive at 
the college level.
“I’m not surprised,” Mattox said. “I knew 
we could do big things as freshmen.”
Thomas said an older player generally 
fears situations that the two freshmen sim-
ply fi nd new and exciting.
“We’re kind of naive in a sense,” she 
said. “I guess I’m doing pretty well.”
But that lack of understanding can also 
have negative effects, Thomas said.
“Being a freshman, there is a disadvan-
tage of not knowing how important it is 
to win every single conference game,” she 
said.
The Lady Toppers currently sit in 
eighth place in the Sun Belt Conference, 
seven games behind fi rst-place Louisiana-
Lafayette.
The team will travel to Miami this 
weekend to take on Florida International 
for another Sun Belt series on Saturday at 
3 p.m. and 5 p.m. and Sunday at 11 a.m.
Perry said having the two middle in-
fi elders producing so early in their careers 
paints a bright picture for the future of the 
Lady Toppers this season and beyond.
“We don’t exactly have the wins we 
want right now, but it shows that it’s 
there,” she said. “We can do more than 
what we’re doing if we can get the same 




Freshman shortstop Amanda Thomas, left, and freshman second baseman Kelsie Mattox have 
hit a combined 12 home runs this season as of Wednesday. The team has hit 31 home runs so 
far this year. 
WKU went into this week gunning for 
wins against two local rivals, Austin Peay 
and Murray State.
The Toppers did just that, getting a 
17-6 Tuesday road win over the Governors 
and a 3-2 victory over the Thoroughbreds 
Wednesday night at Nick Denes Field.
Junior center fi elder Kes Carter and se-
nior catcher Matt Rice provided the offense 
in an APSU game that saw WKU match its 
team high for runs.
Carter hit a third-inning grand slam that 
turned a 4-1 defi cit into a 5-4 lead and fi n-
ished the day 4-for-6 with fi ve RBIs.
Meanwhile, Rice fi lled up the box score 
by going 4-for-5 with three RBIs, a walk 
and four runs, tying a season high for runs 
scored in a single game by a Topper.
While hitting carried WKU Tuesday, 
pitching and defense saved the Toppers 
against Murray.
Junior right-hander Rye Davis, typically 
a reliever, got the start for WKU Wednes-
day and was solid, going fi ve innings and 
giving up four hits and three walks, but just 
one run.
Davis came into the game with an un-
sightly 8.10 ERA, but Head Coach Chris 
Finwood said after the game he was con-
fi dent Davis’ performance against Murray 
would get his season going.
“We wanted him to get out there and 
work, and I thought he was better,” Fin-
wood said. “To pitch fi ve innings and give 
up one run, you’ll take that on a Wednesday 
any day of the week.”
Davis said that he went into Wednes-
day’s game with the mindset that his “sea-
son was going to start tonight.”
“Earlier in the year I was trying too 
hard,” Davis said. “I was putting too much 
pressure on myself, rearing back and trying 
the ball too hard, and I was throwing too 
many balls.
“For us to win a championship, not to 
sound selfi sh or anything, but I’m going to 
need to pitch a lot better than I have been. 
So I just fi gured I’d start right now.”
The Toppers also played solid defense 
behind Davis and the rest of the WKU bull-
pen, including a sparkling, game-clinching 
double play.
With the bases loaded in the ninth inning 
and one out, Topper reliever Phil Wether-
ell induced a high chopper to second from 
Murray catcher Jacob Rhodes.
WKU junior second baseman Ivan Har-
tle charged in, made a nice backhand scoop 
and fl ipped to junior shortstop Logan Rob-
bins to start the play.
“(Murray) is a great team over there, 
and they grind it out,” Hartle said. “But we 
pitched great today, and when they did get 
runners on, we had a few double plays to 
fi nd ways out of it.”
WKU now stands at 22-12 on the year 
going into a home weekend series with Sun 
Belt Conference opponent Arkansas State.
Finwood said Wednesday that sopho-
more left-hander Tanner Perkins, who has 
a 6-1 record in 2011, will start the series 
opener tonight at Nick Denes Field at 6 p.m.
The Red Wolves are ninth in the Sun 
Belt standings with a 4-8 record, compared 
to the Toppers, who sit in second place at 
8-4.
Davis said the home series is a good 
opportunity for WKU to stay in the league 
race.
 “This upcoming weekend’s big for us,” 
Davis said. “We just need to win the series 
and stay consistent so that we can be at the 
top of the standings at the end of the year.”













You can choose to vote in one 
category or all 50, but please only 
vote for businesses located in the 
Bowling Green/Warren County 
area. Only WKU students, faculty 
and staff are eligible to vote, and 
each ballot MUST include a valid 
WKU 800 number. All entries 
must be received by 4:30 p.m. April 
22. You can only enter once, either 
online at wkuherald.com OR by 
returning this paper ballot to the 
Student Publications center.
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Those who tune into WKU baseball broad-
casts may hear some unexpected voices com-
ing across the radio.
While the Topper baseball team is enjoy-
ing another winning season under Head Coach 
Chris Finwood, prominent faces on campus 
have been joining WKU’s Big Red Radio Net-
work as analysts to call the action.
President Gary Ransdell, former women’s 
basketball coach Paul Sanderford, head foot-
ball coach Willie Taggart and others have all 
called games throughout the year.
Randy Lee, known as the “Voice of the Hill-
toppers,” said the idea to have celebrity guest 
analysts came about four years ago as a way 
to add excitement to the Topper baseball pro-
gram.
“We wanted to spice it up and get more 
people involved,” said Lee, WKU’s regular 
play-by-play announcer. “We felt like it would 
be interesting to have different voices on the 
radio, not just to talk about the game but to talk 
about their respective sports.”
Perhaps the most well-known of the guest 
analysts, Ransdell was also the fi rst person 
whom Lee invited to go on the air.
Ransdell’s two sons, Patrick and Matthew, 
both played baseball at WKU, so Ransdell had 
plenty of familiarity with the program.
This year, he called WKU’s Opening Day 
win over Bowling Green State and the Toppers’ 
15-5 win over Louisville on April 5 among 
other games, and he’s scheduled to broadcast 
four more regular season contests in 2011.
Ransdell said working on the radio is “a 
great diversion.”
“No matter what kind of a day you’ve had 
at the offi ce, to come back and be able to do 
that is fun,” Ransdell said. “For two or three 
hours, you’re just focused on what’s happening 
on the fi eld.”
BASEBALL
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President Gary Ransdell, right, provides color commentary with Randy Lee on the radio in the press box at Bowling Green Ballpark, 
where WKU beat Louisville 15-5 on April 5. Ransdell and several other guests make appearances as analysts for WKU baseball games.
Visiting 
Voices
WKU baseball relies on several guest announcers
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It didn’t take junior javelin thrower Ig-
nacio Guerra long to make an impact at 
WKU.
Guerra arrived in January from his 
home country of Chile and has already 
made national waves in the javelin throw, 
setting the NCAA-leading mark in his first 
meet in the U.S.
But asking for “Ignacio” around the 
team might get you some confused looks. 
Guerra prefers to go by his nickname, 
“Nacho.”
“That was a nickname he brought with 
him from home,” Assistant Coach Jarrett 
Murphy said. “The first time our head 
coach talked to him he said, ‘Don’t call me 
Ignacio — I go by Nacho.’”
No matter what you call him, Guerra’s 
impact on the team can hardly be called 
into question. His throw of 258 feet, 2 
inches in Florida during his first NCAA 
meet currently leads the nation.
The throw shattered WKU’s previous 
record by nearly 30 feet and broke Guer-
ra’s own Chilean national record by six 
inches. Before arriving in America this 
year, he competed for Chile in the 2008 
Beijing Olympics.
Guerra first started throwing the javelin 
in his hometown of Santiago, Chile, when 
he was 16 years old. He said the facilities 
in the city were a big reason he wanted to 
come to WKU.
“It was just hard to train in Santiago,” 
he said.
Guerra also said the amount of ways to 
train here is a big difference from what he 
was used to in Chile.
“There I could only work on one sched-
ule,” he said. “Here you have all the tools 
you need.”
Former Olympic thrower setting national marks for WKU
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Ignacio Guerra prepares to throw a javelin at practice on Wednesday. Guerra set the 
NCAA-leading mark for the javelin throw in his fi rst meet this semester, and he also 
competed for Chile in the 2008 Beijing Olympics.
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It was the fi rst week of March when Head 
Coach Willie Taggart sat down for a meeting 
with Lindsay Thomas.
Taggart brought to Thomas an idea — for 
WKU to be the fi rst Sun Belt Conference 
school to get 15,000 fans to a spring game. 
Thomas, assistant athletic director for mar-
keting, said WKU was going to make it hap-
pen.
The annual spring game will take place at 
5 p.m. Saturday at Houchens-Smith Stadium, 
with an alumni vs. coaches game beginning at 
4 p.m. 
The stadium, which was renovated and 
expanded in 2008, can now hold more than 
22,000 fans.
“Is it a really high goal? Absolutely,” 
Thomas said. “But if you’ve been around 
Coach Taggart and that team long enough, we 
set our goals high, and why would you not? 
If we get 8,000, that’s awesome. If we get 
20,000, even better.”
Taggart sets 





There’s nothing to fear but fear itself — 
and a couple of Lady Toppers who believe 
that as well.
Freshmen Amanda Thomas and Kelsie 
Mattox have provided the main source of 
muscle for WKU this season. 
The two are the top producers in doubles, 
home runs, RBIs and runs scored for the Lady 
Toppers.
A bold attitude has greatly helped the two 
young sluggers, Head Coach Tyra Perry said.
“They’re absolutely fearless,” she said. 
“They have the mental toughness of an expe-
rienced player.”
When asked about not actually being that 
experienced of a player, Thomas said it never 
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